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The LGBT rights movement has achieved great
progress, but there is more work to be done.
LGBT youth should feel safe to learn without the

fear of harassment, and LGBT families and
seniors should be allowed to live their lives with , ,

dignity and respect.
President Barack Obama

This June, let us recommit ourselves to achieving a world in
which all people can live in safety and freedom, no matter
who they are or whom they love.

Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton

Lesbian: female homosexual
Gay: male homose:xual
Bisexual: a person with attraction to both sexes

Transgender: a person who feels more comfortable as the opposite sex




ROM STONEWALL TO THE RAINBOW FLAG

]. 92 4 The Society for Human Rights 1 9 62 [llincis becomes the first state
in Chicago becomes the country’s earliest n the union to decriminalize homosexual acts
known gay rights organization. between consenting adults in private.

]. 9 69 The Stonewall rebellion takes place
in New York City.
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THE RAINBOW FLAG HAS BECOME ONE OF THE MOST WIDELY USED

AND RECOGNIZED SYMBOLS OF THE GAY PRIDE MOYEMENT. DEVELOPED BY SAN FRANCISCO

ARTIST GILBERT BAKER IN 1978, THE COLORS ARE RED (LIFE). ORANGE (HEALING). YELLDW (SUNLIGHT).
GREEM INATURE). TURQUOISE (MAGIC). AND INDIGO/BLUE (SERENITY). a
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THE PINK TRIANGLE IS A SYMBOL TAKEN DIRECTLY FROM THE NAZI CONCENTRATION CAMPS. PEOPLE CONYICTED UNDERYg:
AN ANTI-HOMOSEXUAL LAW WERE LABELED ACCORDING TO THEIR CRIMES 8Y WEARING INVERTED COLORED TRIANGLES

IN CONCENTRATION CAMPS: HOMOSEXUAL PRISONERS WORE PINK TRIANGLES. [N THE 19708, THE PINK TRIANGLE BECAME
AN INTERNATIONAL SYMBOL OF GAY PRIDE AND THE GAY RIGHTS MOVEMENT,

GENDER SYMBOLS: THE ASTROLUGICAL SYMBOLS FOR MARS (A CIRCLE WITH AN ARROW POINTING OFF
TO THE UPPER RIGHT) AND VENUS (A CIRCLE WITH A DESCENDING CROSS) HAVE LONG BEEN USED AS
SIGNS FOR MEN AND WOMEN. THE MOST COMMONLY SEEN GAY PRIDE SYMBOLS ARE DOUBLE FIGURES OF
EACH SIGN, SIGNIFYING SAME-SEX LOVE.
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LAMBOA: THE LOWER-CASE GREEK LETTER LAMBOA WAS DRIGINALLY CHOSEN BY THE GAY ACTIVISTS ALLIANCE
OF NEW YORK IN 1970. THE LAMBOA SYMBOL SOON BECAME A QUICK WAY FOR THE LGBT COMMUNITY TO IDENTIFY
EACH OTHER. THE SYMBOL WAS USED BECAUSE IT WAS INCONSPICUOUS. AND SIMILAR TO THE USE OF GREEK
LETTERS IN COLLEGE FRATERNITIES AND SORCRITIES.

"DONT ASK DON'T TELL"

U.S. policy prohibits any homoscxual or biscxual person from disclosing
hiz or her sexual orxientation or from speaking about any homosesmal

relationships, including marniages or other familial athributes, while
serving in the Unitad States armed forces.




1 9 73 American Psychiatric Association removes

homosexuality from its official list of mental disorders.
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]. 982 Wisconsin becomes the first state to outlaw
discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation.

1 9 9 3 The “Don’t Ask, Don't Tell” policy is put in place
for the U.S. military permitting gays to serve in the military
but prohibiting them from disclosing their sexual orientation.
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Suypan Sawteg, Author llnscpher,
literary theorist and pukilioal actlvist,

Jismes Baldwin, Wauslist, writer plvwrighl,
guxd, wasayist and eival rights aetiviat.

Allee Walker Writer
winher of a Pulitzer Prize for fietion




1 9 9 6 In Romer v. Evans, the Supreme Court strikes 2 000 Vermont becomes the first state in the
dovm Colorado’s Amendment &, which demed protections country to legally recogmize civil unons between

against discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation. gay or lesbian couples.

LGBT Americans have made, and continue to make, 2 003 The Supreme Court in Lawrence v. Texas
greal an [asiing canlribulions thal conlinue 1o sirenglhen

, effectively irvalidates anti-homosexual sodomy

BRI Tt Sucily. laws 1n the United States

Ervsrdten] Barack Crarma

‘ ‘ If we have the opportunity to be generous with our hearts, ourselves,
we have no idea oi Lhe deptlh and breadlh of love's reach.
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Margaret Cho, Cowedian

‘ ‘ The phone dide’l ring lor three years. | had no oifers. Yel | was gelling lellers from kids
wha had almost committed suicide but didnt because of what | did. [ realized | had a , ,

purpnse and it wasn't just about me and celebrity.

Speaking of the backlash that ensoed affer she announced she was a feshian to the pobfic. Ellen Befeneres, Tall-show host
' winwing eleven Emmy Awarids.

Being zay and being in sports isn‘t supposed to mix.
| think | proved that wrong! , ’
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and alx Tlme YWard Chanarion.

In 7973, a line when women’s lenms was ool as preshiginws as men's, male lennis champion Bobly
Rizgs buasted that, though past his prime, he could beat any woman. Ms. King acu.=|:'rtt~d the T T m—
challenge, and the match, amidst much media hype, came to be called “The Battle of the Sexes”, Wimbbetow sivales shampicwahipa

King heat Riges m fficee strampii sets. four U5, Dpen Hiles.and wearanked Ho. |
I the wimrld tor thee wanres,

‘ ‘ Everyone will be famous for 15 minutes. , ,

Moty Warked, Falpter HrikTHeaker filmmakey
A [eader i Hhe vligg) artz Svanmur

Christine Jorgensen

Christine Jorgensen was the first widely-known individual to have changed sex through surgery, in her case
from male to female. On arriving in New York in 1933 after her surgery and hormone therapy in Denmark,

she said she was happy to be home. “What American woman wnuldn’t be?” she asked.



2003 Same-sex marriages become legal in Massachusetts.

2005 Civil unions become legal in Connecticut.

2007 Civil unions become legal in New Jersey.
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Judy Shepard, Exequtive Pheregior
of the Mathew; Shepard Foundation,

Advoeate for LT rights, m% g\wé&’*w¢w2 R
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HATE CRIME

A crime motivated by prejudice against a social group
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THE CHALLENGES AHEAD
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4 2008 A New York state appeals court unanimously votes that valid same-sex
r,fﬂ! marriages performed in other states must be recognized by emplovers in New York.
9
Oregon passes a law that allows same-sex couples to register as demestic partners.

The Califorma Supreme Court rules that saime-sex couples have a constitutional right
o marry

200 9 The Iowa State Supreme Court rules that the law banning same sex
marriage is unconsttutional.

The California Supreme Ceourt upholds the voter-approved Proposition 8, which
cutlaws same-sex marriage. Supporters of same-sex marriage announce that
they will take the case to the Federal courts.

Same-sex marriages become legal in Connecticut and Maine. A bill legalizing
same-sex marriage bill passed in New Hampshire will go into effect in January
2010.
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CIVIL UNION

Legally-recognized union that
grants same-sex couples certain
rights, benefits and responsibilities

but is different from marriage.




